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7. Summary
Takeshi OHTANI (2005). An annual report (2003)

on the removal of 3 colonies of Japanese honeybees.
Hyogo Biology 13(1) : 7-11. Institute of Natural
and Environmental Sciences, University of Hyogo,
Museum of Nature- and Human Activities, Hyogo,
Yayoigaoka 6, Sanda, 669-1546 Japan.

Three colonies of Japanese honeybees, Apis cerana
japonica Radoszkowski, were removed in 2003. (1)
A colony with 12 combs had been living on the
floor of a prefabricated house belonging to Dr.
Takuhiro Kamogawa in Kotsukayama, Tarumi-ku,

Kobe City. The bees used an air hole as the
entrance and exit of their hive (Photo 1). An
attempt to cut the hive off from the floor damaged
a number of combs (Photo 2). However, these
combs were rebuilt. They are now on a mobile
display in our Museum (Photo 3). (2) A swarm
colony containing over 3,000 bees was observed on
the rack of flowerpots (Cymbidium etc.) belonging
to Mr. Hideaki Wada at Kirihata in Nishinomiya
City (Photo 4). The swarm colony (Photo 5) was
probably derived from the mother colony which
lives in the floor of Mr. Wada's house (reported

previously in Ohtani 2001). It was shook down from

the rack into an empty hive-box (Photo 6). (3)
A colony with 14 combs lived under the entrance
shingle of Mr. Ryuji Takai's house (Suma-ku in
Kobe City). A piece of combs was peéled off on
2 wainscots (the floor of the hive), to which feces
of wax-moth larvae (Achroia innotata (Walker) )
were also adherent (Photo 7). The bees escaped
to the inner part of the loft, leaving behind the 14
combs. A black ring on these combs indicated the
region encroached by the wax-moth larvae (Photo
8). This colony absconded anywhere the next day.

(4) The absconding habit of Japanese honeybees
was discussed in the last section.
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